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’Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
have beer, an integral part of my children's early years , as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, mculcat 
mg reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 

• NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 


BRAVEHEARTS 


BALADITYA AND 
YASHODHARMA 


In the 5th century AD the Hunas of Gandhara or modern 
Afghanistan had their eyes trained on the rich kingdoms of India. 
Toramana, the leader of the Hunas, and after him his son, 
Mihirakula, were determined to conquer the prosperous kingdom of 
Magadha. But they had a formidable rival in its ruler, Narasimha 
Gupta Baladitya. And when the Hunas turned their eyes on Malwa it 
was King Yashodharma who fought them off. 
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Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com 
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PORING Hie LIFE TIME, SKANPA GUPTA HAP SUCCEEPEP IN SEATING BACK THE INVADING 
HUNA HORDES • OUT SOON AFTER HIS PEATH, TOWARDS THE CLOSE OF THE FIFTH 
CENTURY, THEY RETURNED WITH A SHREWD, RUTHLESS LEADER —TOR AM ANA • 



FORWARD?! 
ATTA CK 1 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MANY 



7HE WEAK KINGS WHC 
SECURITY TO HONOUR 



BUT ON THE THRONE OF MAGADHA, WHICH 
PRIDED ITSELF ON THE PAST GLORY OF 
THE IMPERIAL GUPTAS, SAT THE PROUD 
NARASIMHA GUPTA BALA PITY A . 


BALAPITVA’S AMBITIOUS COUSINVAINYt 
GUPTA , HOWEVER HAD OTHER PLANS . 



HE WENT TO SEE TORAMANA . 



YOU MUST TRUST ME. \ 

VQU NEEP ME—TO \ «i i 

OVERTHROW BALAP1TVA. 

ANP 

ASCENP THE THRONE 
OF MAGAPHAI 
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BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



WE MUST 
PRIVE 
THEM 


THE HEAT PAN AT RATAL I PUTi 
THE CAPITAL OF MACtAOHA — 


WE'VE SEEN " 

BETRAVEP, MANARAJ. 
THE HUNAS ARE 
SWARMING INTO 

THE FORT. J 


BALA PITY A AND H/O MEN PUT UP 
A VALJANT FIGHT\ | - 




MY MEN ARE TRYING THEIR 
BEST. BUT WE ARE HOPELESSLY 
OUTNUMBEREP J VICTORY 
CANNOT BE OURS.YET. 



HE WITHDREW INTO THE 
TO SEE HIS MOTHER 


—I MOTHER, BLESS 
ME. I AM PREPARING 
FOR THE FINAL 
BATTLE — THE 
BATTLE UNTO / 
V PEATH. / 



THAT WOULP BE 1 
A FOOLISH MOVE, 
MY SON. FLEE WITH 
YOUR MEN TO THE 
JUNGLES INSTEAP 
ANP OPERATE j 
FROM THERE. 7 


r THE WISPOM \_ 
OF YOUR WORPS * 
CANNOT BE 
PENIEPj MOTHER. 
I WILL PO AS 
> YOU 5AV. 7 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



— TORAMANA MARCHED INTO THE PALACE 
AT PATAUPUTRA . n-1 - \ u m - rr 


50 THIS 15 THE N 
THRONE OF THE GREAT 
SKAHPA GUPTA, WHO 
HAP ONCE SHATTEREP 
THE HUNA PREAM 
OP CONQUERING / 
INPIA I HA I HA I 4 ' 

ha! y 


PLACED VAIN VA GUPTA ON THE THRONE . 


remember, vainva \ 

GUPTA, you ARE king. 

but only in name. 
pon*t for a moment 
for get that I 


fO v O' 




r HOW 
CAN I, 
MY 

lorp! 


VAINVA GUPTA CLAIMED THE THRONE , BUT COULD 
NOT COMMAND THE RESPECT OF THE PEOPLE . 


J? 


Is? 




I’M TORAMANA ANP HE 15 VAINYA- 
GUPTA. SALUTE ME ! VAINYA 
GUPTA, LICK THE PIRT OFF / 
^ MY FEET l VAINVA GUPTA, A 
—V 5TANP ON YOUR HEAP.L*^ r! 


v 


7 






C, 


nr 


x 
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7J 
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BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



THE NEAT MOMENT 

"1- /WHAT'S < 


WHAT 5 GOING ON HERE? 
HOW DARE YOU INSULT * 
YOUR EMPEROR! YOU 
SHALL BE PUNISHEP 
^ FOR THIS. 7 



OUR EMPeROR 
INPEEP f HOW CAN 
THAT SPINELESS 
TRAITOR BE THE 
EMPEROR OF 

magapha ? 


to 


INSTEAP OF 
ARRESTING THE 
POOR PUPPETEER 
FOR OPENING YOUR 
EYES, YOU SHOULP 
WAKE UP ANP 
SUPR9RT MAHARAJA 
BA LA PIT VA. 



DISGUSTED 
H/S HIDE-OUT 


HAS GONE 


THERE MERE, IN FACT, MANY VOUNG SOLDIERS H*h 
HATH VAINVA GUPTA, CAME TO JOIN BALAPfTYA / 

r TORAMANA 
BUT HE HAS 
SECTION OF HIS ARMY 
BEHIND. WE MUST BE 
CAREFUL. WE NEED MONEY 

equipment to 
build an army. 


MAHARAJ, TORAMANAV. \ 
AS RETURNED TO K* i 
, CAPITAL. WE HAVE 


HIS CAPITAL. WE HAVE 
COME TO HELP YOU 
u OVERTHROW THE 
[Ss. TRAITOR. 


> 






[r 


>s> 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



MUCH WORSE. 
THEY ARE 
BALAPITVA'S , 

v men. y 


WHO COULP \ 
THEY &E? ) ‘ 

. BANPIT&P A/ 






THE FOLLOWING PHY, THE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF THE 
ROYAL STABLES STOOP TREMBLING BEFORE THE RING 


FOOL! you shall 

BE WHIPPEP FOR 
YOUR NEGLIGENCE? 


...ANP MANY OF THE 
HORSES PI6APPEAREP 
INTO THE FOREST. WE 
MAY NOT BE ABLE TO 
\ RETRIEVE THEM, 

MY LORP. ^f 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHEN THE RAIDS BECAME MORE 
FREQUENT 



EVEN WITH A 
WHOLE SECTION OF 
THE HUN A ARMV TO 
HELP HIM, VAINVA 
GUPTA IS POWER¬ 
LESS AGAINST 
BALADITVA» 




*!• 


sv 


vT ' 


HOW I LONG 
FOR THE PAV 
HE RETURNS 
TO MAGAPHA! 


WT \m 


!>< 








D J! 


,\ 


- 




tfe 1 


J\ V 
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MEANWHILE , IN VANG A * GOPACHANDRA 


OVERTHREW THE AUTHORITY OF 
VAINVA GUPTA AND PROCLAIMED 
HIMSELF INDEPENDENT . - - 



l- ft * —J - 1 

# * MODERN BENGAL + NEAR MODERN SIALKOT IN PUNJAB 
LORD SHIVA WORSHIPPED BY THE HUNAS 



TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE FOR VAINVA 
GUPTA, TOR AM ANA , AT HIS CAPITAL, 
PAVVAIVAWAS ON HIS DEATH-BED. 



I WILL NOT 
FAIL YOU, 
FATHER. 


MIHIRAKULA, MV SON, 
THE FUTURE OF THE 
HUNA EMPIRE IS NOW 
IN VOUR HANPS. MAV 
STHANU ®LEAP VOU 
TO GLORY- 


y*. •&« :«»- 5s, 

j,' i» i 






BALADITYA AND YASHODHARMA 


WHEN THE NEWS OF TORAMANA f S 
DEATH REACHED BALADITVA 


WHILE MIHIRAKULA AJ fW MIHIRAKULA 

15 BUSV REORGANISING y WILL HAVE 
THE HUNA EMPIRE, V NEITHER THE 
WE'LL REGAIN MAGAPHA. 1 TIME NOR THE 

STRENGTH 


'S’ 


* - ** 


tX TO RESIST 
US. 








r v 


*5^ 




s 


\1 






& 


/J3 BALADITVA AND HIS MEN 
TOWARDS MAGADHA 


I JUST CAN’T 
WAIT TO SEE 
MAGAPHA, My 
BELOVEP LANP. 

/r 


* 


kAw • 
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tf 


MeicPC 

W ^ 
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r a 


A. 


Op- 


h 



JAI 

MAGAPHAI 


BALAPITVA’6 A 
SUPPORTERS! > 

thousanps 

OF THEM) NO! 
MV SOLDIERS 
TOO HAVE 
JOINEP them!! 

I MUST NOT 
FALL INTO 
THEIR HANPS,J 


MEANWHILE AT PATAL/PUTRA 


LET NOT 
THE TRAITOR 
PEFILE IT 
A MINUTE 
LONGER I 


HAVE VOU 
HEARPP 
OUR KING 
IS RETURN¬ 
ING* > 


THEN,LET THE 
THRONE OF 
MAGAPHA BE 
CLEAREP FOR 

HIM I 


mi-iiLl 


* 




IK 


l 


AND THEV CHARGED TOWARDS THE 
PALACE. 


JAI 
BALAPITyA! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


mow rr ms vainya gupta's turn to 

FLEE. ANP FLEE HE PfP, NEVER TO BE 
SEEN /N MAG A PH A AGAIN, 


MEANWHILE , THE GATES OF MAGAPHA 
WERE THROWN OPEN TO AA! An mn 



WHEN MIHIRAKULA 
WAS FURIOUS . 


HEARP ABOUT IT, HE 


I WILL DESTROY 

MAGADHA 
1 


PATIENCE, MV LORD. 
THE SITUATION CALLS 
FOR DIPLOMACY, NOT 

destruction. A 

COMPROMISE, NOT 
b A CONPP/OMTA-ri^*.. 


A compromise f with] vour presence IS 



AN ENEMY OF THE 
HUNA EMPIRE f AND 
L06E SO EASILY 
WHAT WAS GAINED 
WITH HUNA 
BLOOD? 


NEEDED HERE TO 
PEAL WITH STATE 
PROBLEMS. FOR THE 
MOMENT, LET US 

ACCEPT BALADITYA'S 
RIGHT TO THE 
THRONE OF 
MAGADHA. 


MIHIRAKULA *5 YOUNGER 
THE MINISTER ■ 
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BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



r ACCEPT MIHIRA- 
KULA’S CONDITIONS, 
SON. WE NEED TIME 

TO REBUILD 
V MAGADHA. > 


r FOR THE MOMENT, 
YES, MY SON. WE 
HAVE NO CHOICE. ONE 
PAY, GOP WILLING, 
MAGAPHA WILL BE 
STRONG ENOUGH 
V TO REDEEM ITS / 
HONOUR. 


AT MA6ADHA 


f MUST WE 
BUY THIS 
TIME AT THE 
COST OF OUR 
HONOUR, 
k. MOTHER ? 



^■■■■ 

ONCE AGAINj BALAPnyA ABIPED BV HIS MOTHER'S WORPS . HE RECRUITED HUNDREDS 
OF YOUNG MEN TO SERVE IN THE ROYAL ARMY. 


REBUILD MAGADHA’S> MILITARY STRENGTH, 
HOWEVER , WAS NOT HIS ONLY AMBITION. 




HEART I 


HE WORKED EQUALLY HARD AT ENHANC¬ 
ING HER GLORY TOO. 


J CALL IN THE 
BEST OF MAGADHA^ 
SCULPTORS, ARCHI - 
TECT6, GARDENERS, 
MASONS!I WANT 
MAGADHA TO BE 
THE MOST BEAUTI 
PUL KINGDOM ON 
EARTH j SCULPTURI 

••gardens 

BRIDGES ..-RESER¬ 
VOIRS. ..MONAS- 


lci me. uivinc. wl-kus? yr 

BUDDHA BE INSCRIBED ON 
EVERY STONE OF MAGA¬ 


DHA 


AND 


EVERY 


IN 





























































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEANWHILE , MIHIRAKULA # THE HUNA KING, 
HAP A STRANGE WHIM, i- 



BUT WHEN APPROACHED, THE BUDDHIST 
TEACHER WAS SCEPTICAL. 




WELL, THEN l'LL SEND 
ONE OF MV YOUNG 
DISCIPLES TO HIM. 
THAT'S GOOD ENOUGH 
FOR A HUNA KING. 


THE INSULT INFURIATED MIHJRAKULA 


AN INSIGNIFICANT 
YOUNG DISCIPLE 16 
GOOP ENOUGH FOR 
A HUNA KING, IS HE? 
^ COMMANPER! J 


YES, 

MV LORD 


BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



DESTROY EVERV 
BUDDHIST MONASTERY 
KILL EVERV BUDDHIST 
AT SIGHT. 



KILL EVERV 
BUPPHIST * 

HA I HA 1 HA I 

• • • 


PESTROV EVERV 
WORD, EVERV 
IMAGE OF 
BUDDHA ! HA 1 HA! 



AMONG THE MONUMENTS THAT WERE 
DESTROYED WAS THE FAMOUS 
MONASTERY OF NALANDA • 


✓ 


f 






WHEN THE HEWS REACHED BALADfTyA 

WHY SHOULD ALL 
BUDDHISTS BE PUNISHED 
FOR THE THOUGHTLESS 
ACT OF ONE ? MIMIRA- 
KULA MUST BE 
TAUGHT A LESSON. 


T I COUNSEL 


CAUTION, MV 
LORD. MIHIRA- 
KULA WILL 
CRUSH US ALL- 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THERE ARE OCCASIONS 
WHEN PtSCRETION IS 

certainly the better 

PART OF VALOUR, MV M 
BUT THIS IS NOT ONE 
OF THEM. STOP PAYING 
TRIBUTE TO 




AT SAKALA * M/H/PAKUL A ’3 NEW CAPITAL — 



r SO HE REFUSES TO PAY 
TRIBUTE, POES HE P WE 
MARCH TO MAGAPHA FORTH 
WITH j BALAPITVA MUST BE 
FINISHEP. PESTROy EVERY¬ 
THING THAT COMES A 
V YOUR WAY I ^4? J 



LEAVING BEHIND HIM A TRAIL OF DEATH AND DESTRUCTION 


I • • 


• MIHIRAKULA FINALLY REACHED PATALIPUTRA , 
| THE CAPITAL OF MAGADHA . ,—-- - 

--J \ \l T 


T 









piiSB 




f ’** 


/* 
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c r *‘ 
“—— V,r:"iF 




* MOPERN SIALHOT 
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THE CITY IS 
SURROUNPeP BY 
MOATS FULL OF 
WATER . WHAT 
SHALL WE PO? 


r WATER IS 
MEANT TO BE 
PRUNK.LET MY 
ELEPHANTS PRINK 
VTHE MOAT6 PRY I 


INSIDE THE CITY 


IMPOSSIBLE ! WE HAVE 
NEITHER THE MEN NOR 
THE RESOURCES. 


MAHARAJ, OUR FIRST 
LINE OF PEFENCE MAS 
FALLEN. MIHIRAKULA 
ANP HIS MEN ARE 
CROSSING THE / 
'v MOAT. 


CAN’T WE 
BEAT THEM 
OFF? 


BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MAHARAd, VOU MUST 
ESCAPE. VCHi ARE THE 
lOP E OF MAGAPHA - IF YOU 
REMAIN ALIVE,OUR HOPES 

TOO WILL REMAIN 
ALIVE. 


L 


a 


HE'S RIGHT, MY 
SON. YOLIR 
ESCAPE IS THE 
ONLY OPTION 
FOR MAGAPHA 
ANP FOR YOU. 


I w~ 









BALADITYA UPAS SILENT FOR A 
WHILE . THEN — 
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WHEN THE LOYAL MINISTER KNEW 
THAT THEY NO LONGER HAD ANY 
HOPE, HE CAME TO BALADITYA. 


A LITTLE LATER, MlHIRARULA ENTERED 
PATAUPUTRA IN TRIUMPH* m_ IL . __ .. 


GO, MY SON* X 
VOU MUST 
■SCAPE —FOR 
THE SAKE OF 
MAGAPHA. a 


MAHARAJ, ^ 
THE FORT 
HAS FALLEN. 
THE HUNAS 
ARE ON THEIR 
WAY TO THEy 
PALACE . / 


r WHERE IS 
BALAPITYA ? 

BRING HIM TO 
^ ME. 


WHEN HE LEARNT THAT BALADITYA HAD 
ESCAPED, HE WAS ENRAGED* i- 


AND WHAT A PRICE IT WAS t 


LET PATALIPUTRA ANP 
ITS PEOPLE PAY FOR 
BALAPITYA'S ESCAPE — 
A PRICE THEY WILL / 
NEVER FORGET ! / 



..1. ,-^j 





BALADITYA AND YASHODHARMA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT MIHIRAKULA WASN'T SATISFIED 


\V 


\\ 


IF MV THIRST IS 
TO BE QUENCHED, IT 
IS BAIADITYA’S 
SLOOP THAT 
I MUST HAVE. 




\ 


A 


HAVE PATIENCE, 
BROTHER. YOU 
WILL NOT THIRST 

FOR LONG. 




_ • 


V 


$ 





BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



WE MUST ' 
INFORM THE 
MAHARAJA 
IMMEDIATELY 


TAKING A PART OF HIS ARMY WITH 
HIM, M/H/RAKULA SET SAIL FOR THE 
ISLAND WHERE BALADITYA WAS 


HIDING . 


J 


AS THEY APPROACHED THE ISLAND 


A NUMBER OF BOATS... 
...ARMED MEN IN THEM... 
COMING THIS WAY. 

I WONDER. WHO 
THEY ARE! 




WHEN 


WAS INFORMED 


GUARD ALL 
THE PASSES. LET 
ALL THE SOLDIERS 
HIDE BEHIND BUSHES 
AND ON TREES. 
ATTACK ONLY WHEN 
YOU HEAR THE 
BEATING OF THE 
DRUMS. 


4 *. 


/ 


WHEN MIHIRAKULA ARRIVED 


ff 






WE WILL 
NOT FAIL 
YOU, 


V 




FT 


LI 


. *• * 


V 






-A 


\ 


• I 


) 


v 


\ -s 


r 


NOT A SOUND! 
WHERE COULD HE 
BE HIDING ? 


WHEREVER HE 
IS, IT WILL NOT BE 
DIFFICULT TO 
FIND HIM, HERE. 
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AMARCHITRAKATHA 



WHAT 


... TILL THEY CAME TO A SMALL 
CLEARING . THEN SUPPENLY — 

IT 15 aOOp TO SEE 

WELCOME TO OF THE 

LITTLE ISLANpA H q U ^ EA * p »*t REMEM- 
-- * BER HIS MANNERS. 

HOWEVER. IT IS NOT 
SERVILITY BUT YOUR 
BLOOD,THAT I SEEK 

BALAPTTYA , 


MIHIRAAULA'S 


WALKED 


MEN 


ON 


<? 


<0* 


C 









I CANNOT OFFER 
THAT TO VOU, 
MIHIRAKULA .YOU'LL 
, HAVE TO PRAW . 

it out. y 


CUT THEM 
DOWN I 


PUM ? 
BAM f 
BUM ! 


WHATfe THAT 
THE SOUNP OF 
. PRUMSf 




f / m - i ^ | , i i ■ 

* j 1 J| •• 1 ' \ j ^ - t fV 





1 1 


j 

\nr* ^ 

Ifir? 


BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



LOOK I N 
ARMEP MEN f 
HUNOREP5 
OF THEM I / 
ON THE £ 




WE HUNAS 
PO NOT KNOW 
w FEAR. > 


C WHY PO VOU " 
HESITATE, MIHIRA 
KULA ?ARE YOU 
k AFRAIP TO 

STRIKE? y 




' a - 
. . * 


■AtfEa* 
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> V 

V a 

A - -^c 



















































































































































M/HIRAKULA’S SWC 
OUT OF MIS HAND 


Y V OU ARE AT X / THE MASTE * AND 
MY MERCY, AT THE yf HIS VASSAL SEEM TO 
MERCY OF THE SWORDS HAVE CHANGED PLACES 
OF MAGAPHA, MIHIRA- J BALADITYA. BUT y OU 
KULA.HOW POES J AMBUSHED ME WHICH 
VlT FEEL? V IS NEITHER PROPER 

WBxrr —^fik NOR WORJ w of A 

*&r\\ /../ Hk. THE BRAVE. A 


MIHIRAKULA WAS BROUGHT BEFORE 
BALAPITVA*S MOTHER, .- _ 


WAS MASSACRING 
THOUSANDS OF 
BUDDHISTS WORTHy 
OF THE BRAVE ? LET 
My MOTHER DECIDE 
yOUR FATE, 1 

MIHIRAKULA. s\ 


WE DO NOT BELIEVE. 
IN EXACTING AN 
EYE FOR AN EYE, 

mihirakula. WE 

BELIEVE IN i 

COMPASSION AND ip 
FORGIVENESS. 


AND 50 I SET you 
FREE. INDIA CAN 
SPARE A LITTLE 
CORNER EVEN FOR 
A CRUEL WAR¬ 
MONGER LIKE A 

. you. 


W V OU MAy RETURN 


TO YOUR CAPITAL 
WITH YOUR ARMY 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BALADITYA AND YASHODHARMA 


MIHIRAKULA RETURNED TO SAKALA 
HIS CAPiTAL , WITH A HE AW HEART . 


7 ft 








r THE HUNA ^ 
PRIDE HAS ^ 
BEEN HUMBLED. 
I HANG MV 
HEAD IN ) 
V SHAME, y 


I 


BV MORNING , HOWEVER , MIHIRAKULA 
HAD REGAINED H/S SELF-CONFIDENCE 






g&\ 


/ WHAT IF | HAVE j. 
LOST ONE BATTLE? 
I STILL HAVE THE 
MAIN WING OF MY 
ARMY,UNDER MY 

Brother's j 

V COMMAND. / 


i 


1 


By NOW HE MUST 
HAVE HEARD OF 
BALADITYA’S VICTORY 
r AND RETREATED 

TO SAKALA. V 




'l j! 




fvVrPa — 




f 


Mr 


5UT /17 SA/CACA 


MY LORD!^ 
YOU MAY NOT 
ENTER THE CITY. 


I MAY NOT? 
WHO SAYS 
SO ? 
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fin* 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


VOUR BROTHER. 
WHEN HE HEARD OF 


.. BETRAYED 
VOUR DEFEAT, HE RU5HEP V By MV 0WN 

BACK ANP \ BROTHER! 

DECLARED HIMSELF 
KING. 


n 


7 


1 


4 K, 




m 


/Sk 


M 


)' 


A 


MV LORP, -- * I 

I ADVISE YOU TO \r\ wliL ^ 
TURN BACK. VOUR V \Z%jJ*** 
BROTHER HAS WREST P 

THE MIGHTY ARMV 1 KINGPOM FROM 
ANP VOU... A THAT TRA|TO<? 


r*’*' 




V‘ 4 








*\Ps 

of" A A 


.y""* 




f'** 






r. 


r 


\ 


..C 1 ' 

‘ -JW 


Ml 




iV, 



MEANWHILE BALAPfTYA HAP RETURNED 

to patauputra . ^MiiiMiilkiiii 


r LET ALL THE RUINEP 
TEMPLES ANP MONA¬ 


STERIES BE RESTORED. 
WORK ON THE MONA¬ 
STERY ANP THE 
TEMPLE AT NALANPA 

SHOULD BE GIVEN v 
"V PRIORITY.^ 


ANP A 5 MAO A PH A SLOWLY RECOVERED 


1 



FROM ITS WOUNDS AND ROSE TO THE 
FULL HEIGHT OF ITS PAST GLORY, BALA - 
PITY A DREW AWAY FROM THE WORLD 

INTO HIMSELF. f MIHIRAKULA HAS BEEN 

VANQUISHED. MV MISSION 
IS ACCOMPLISHED. I HEAR 
THE CALL OF THE MASTER* 
I CANNOT IGNORE IT ANV 
LONGER. PLEASE PERMIT 
ME TO LEAVE MAGAPHA- 


24 


BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 


AND BALA PITY A LEFT THE THRONE A 

HAD FOUGHT FOR , TO FOLLOW THE 
PATH OF BUDDHA. 



MIHIRAKULA ’S EVERY MOVEMENT, MEAN- 
WHILE, WAS BEING WATCHED BY YASHO- 
PHARMA, THE KINO OF MALWA . ONE DAY 
ONE OF HIS SPIES FROM THE NORTH 
CAME WITH NEWS . 



YASHODHARMA 

RECRUIT ANP 
TRAIN MORE 
MEN-1 DON'T 
WANT MIHIRA¬ 
KULA TO TAKE 
OS BV SURPRISE 


FOR HIS 


OUR MEN N 
ARE EVER 
READY, 
MAHARAd^ 



HAD THE KINO OF KASHMIR 




A THRONE MUST 
NOT BE EMPTY FOR 
LONG.NOR SHOULD A 
KINGPOM BE WITHOUT A 
KING. I TAKE THIS GREAT 
RESPONSIBILITY UPON MYSELF 
•••IN ORPER THAT MY DEPART¬ 
ED FRIENP MIGHT R£ST 
IN PEACE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KASHMIR. WAS HIS, YET MIHIRA KULA 
WAS HOT CONTENT • 


| WAS BORN AMlPST 
f$LOOP ANP 

THUN PER. THE FIRST 

50UNP I NEARP WAS A 
WAR-CRY, NOT A LULLABY-/ | HEAR 

THE FIRST OBJECT I SAW /qanPHARA 

AS A BLO0P-5OAKEP 7 - 

SWORP.I MISS IT /p£R0U5 _ 

ALL ... Sf p OM# perhAPS 

THE CURE FOR 
VOUR 

COMPLAINT 
LIES THERE. 


MIHIRAKULA SET OUT 


GANPHARA. 




a 


[AS HE ROPE WITH HIS ARMV THROUGH 
THE NARROW, W/NPING MOUNTAIN 
PATH, AN ELEPHANT LOST ITS BALANCE 

anp fell . 



THE SIGHT , INSTEAP OP AROUSING MlHIRA - 
KULA *S PITY, GAVE HIM GREAT PEUCrHT. 




BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



MIHIRAKULA RESUMEP HIS JOURNEY ANP 
REACHEP GANPHARA WHERE HE MET 
WITH LITTLE RESISTANCE • j- 



"/ GANPHARA IS X 
'OURS | NOW ON TO ' 
MALWA | ANP THEN 
MAGAPHA . I WILL 
NOT REST TILL I'VE 
, AVENGEP MY / 
k HUMILIATION. A 



WHEN MIHIRAKULA'S INTENTIONS BECAME 
KNOWN TO VASHOOHARAVT 


PERHAPS I'M 
PESTINED TO 
COMPLETE THE 
RK STARTEP BV 
BALAPITYA.I MUST 
BRING THE 
NEIGHBOURING 
KING POMS TO¬ 
GETHER AS ONE 
FIGHTING FORCE. 





























































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHEN THE KINGS MET 


HOW LONG CAN WE CONTINUE 
BUYING SECURITY AT THE COST 
OF HONOUR f HOW LONG SHOOU? 

OUR LOVE FOR PEACE BE AN 
^ EXCUSE FOR OUR COWARPICE j 

AND DISUNITY? 

^U 


(te 


THE ASSEMBLED KINGS WERE 


7 HOU ARE RIGHT, 
VASHODHARMA.WE 
EITHER LIVE TO¬ 
GETHER OR DIE 
TOGETHER — BUT 
, OUR HONOUR MUST 
\ STAND REDEEMED. 


y THEN,ON \ 
THE PLAINS OF 
MALWA, MIHIRA- 
KULA WILL FIGHT 
HIS LAST 
^ BATTLE. > 


7 F 


/ FIRST, I MEET MIHIRA- 
KULA ON THE PLAINS OF 
MALWA. AND THEN YOU 
ATTACK FROM THE REAR 
AND THE FLANKS. MIHIRA- 
KULA MUST BE PUT TO 
s. ROUT ... AND IT’S NOW . 
\ OR NEVER. y 




'■ • 
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BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 


UNAWARE OF THE PLANS FOR H/S 
WELCOME , MIH/RAKULA ROPE HARP 
TOWARDS MALWA , DREAMING OF 


WHEN HE CAMPED FOR THE NIGHT 


1 ' 


9/ 




* .. 


\ 


> 




v 


m 


Cm? 


/ 




THE DAV DAWNED AND THE ARMIES 
FACED EACH OTHER . -- 


GLORY TO MIHIRA- 
KULA» GLORY TO 
THE HUNA EMPIRE I 


JAI YASHODHARMA I 

. JAI MALWA 1 ‘ 


Y THE \ 
'MORROW SHALL) 
SEE MIHIRAKULA 
AS THE NEW 

KING OF J 

V MALWA. A 


THAT IS THE 
HEARTFELT WISH 
OF EVERY HUNA 
SOLDIER. 
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SUP DEN Vi 




WE ARE BEING 

attacked in 

THE REAR. 






f 


' TAKE A FEW \ 

HUNDRED MEN ' 
FROM THE FLANKS 
AND REPEL THE 

v attack. > 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


&U7 MIHIRAKULA WAS IN FOR 
ANOTHER SHOCK . 


f . • r 


WE ARE BEING 
ATTACKEP IN 
THE PLANKS 
TOO, MV LORPJ 


THE PEVILS f 
TAKE SOME MEN 
FROM THE MIPDLE 
ANP CLOSE THE 
FLANKS! 


7 VWARPS 
REAL/SEP THAT LUCK WAS NOT 
WITH HIM. [7 r 


T1 





AS MIHIRAKULA BEGAN TO RIPE AWAY * 


Jimi 

ISN'T THAT 
MIHIRAKULA ESCAP¬ 
ING FROM THE 

battlefi elp? he has w , Ull - H 
changep his heap- 1 /p,eaS ure 

GEAR...FOLLOW HIM /i MW I DRDl 
PRIVE HIM BACK Mm MV LOKP! 
TO GANPHARAt 


• • • 
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BALADITYAAND YASHODHARMA 



YASHOPHARMA'S SOL PIERS CHASEO 
MIHIRAKULA ... 




... TILL THEY LOST SIGHT OF HIM. 



T WOULP BE FUTILE 
TO TRV ANP HUNT HIM 
POWN . LET’S GET BACK 
TO MALWA . HE IS NOT 
LIKELY TO RETURN 
NOW. 



THE TYRANT, MIHIRAKULA RETURNEO TO 
GANPHARA —A PEFEATEP, BROKEN 
TV PASS THE REST OF H/S LIFE ,— 

UNEVENTFULLY... 










I “- 

...WHILE THE PEEPS OF THE TWO 

VALIANT KINGS WHO STOOP UP TO 
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